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The increase in unpredictable and indiscriminate terrorist acts around the world since 9/11 in the US and the London bombings in July 2005 has had severe implications for the global community, not least Sikhs and other minority communities who have faced a sharp increase in hate-related crimes and incidents. 

In lieu of this, UK Sikh organisations and Gurdwaras are working together to ensure that justice is properly served in hate-related incidents and crimes involving Sikhs.  This brochure shall: define terms that are often involved in the investigation of hate incidents and crimes, differentiate between a hate crime and a hate incident, outline steps to take when a hate incident/crime has occurred, and provide contact information of individuals and agencies to communicate with in case of a hate incident/crime.  

IF AT ANY TIME YOU ARE UNSURE OF WHAT TO DO, PLEASE IMMEDIATELY CONTACT YOUR LOCAL HATE CRIME CO-ORDINATOR
DEFINITIONS

In order to participate in data collection, reporting and disseminating information regarding the hate incident/crime to the various individuals and organizations involved, it is vital that you have a firm grasp of certain concepts and definitions of terms that arise during the investigation into the matter.  They are as follows:

Hate Incident/Crime – An incident or crime (verbal and/or physical) that the victim believes is motivated by the perpetrators hate towards their race, religion, ethnicity/national origin, gender, sexual preference or any other personal characteristic.  The incident/crime can be committed against the person or against property.
Hate Group - An organization whose primary purpose is to promote animosity, hostility, and malice against people belonging to a differing race, religion, ethnicity/national origin, or because of their sexual preference or any other characteristic.  The characteristics of the victim(s) will differ to that of the members of the organization. 
Examples of hate groups are;- the British National Party, the National Front and Combat 18, etc.

Racist Incident - “A racist incident is any incident which is perceived to be racist by the victim or any other person” (Recommendation 12, McPherson Inquiry Report).
Faith Related Incident – “Any incident which is perceived to be based upon prejudice towards or hatred of the faith of the victim or so perceived by the victim or so perceived by the victim or any other person” (Association of Chief Police Officers, ACPO). 

HATE INCIDENT  VS. HATE CRIME – AN IMPORTANT DIFFERENCE

An individual may feel victimized, whenever they are subjected to any physical or verbal action that is founded in another’s hate.  The event can be categorized into two distinct categories:  Hate Incident or Hate Crime.  It is important to report any such event, be it an incident or a crime.

While any criminal act is devastating to its victims, further fear and torment can be caused if the motivating factor is hate.  Victims may fear further hate incidents/crimes, and their communities may also fear becoming victims of such incidents/crimes.  

Hate Incident – any incident, whether action, speech or writing, which is thought by the victim to have been motivated by the perpetrator’s prejudice on the basis of race, ethnicity, age, gender, sexual preference etc.  The incident may, or may not constitute a criminal offence.

Verbal abuse does constitute a hate incident and should be reported.  If the abuse occurs on more than one occasion, please keep a record of it, including the dates and times it happens, and whether the same or different people are committing it.

Hate Crime – any hate incident, which constitutes a criminal offence, which is thought by the victim to have been motivated by the perpetrator’s prejudice on the basis of race, ethnicity, age, gender, sexual preference etc.

THE LAW:

UK law acknowledges the severity of hate crimes by awarding heavier punishments against the offender than would be given if the crime had not been motivated by hate.

Opinions of a person’s race, religion, gender, sexual preference etc., distribution of written materials stating prejudiced beliefs, or rallies and marches of hate groups are not illegal.  However, if through these acts, the groups or people are inciting racial hatred, then the acts are no longer permissible by law (See Public Order Act, 1986).  Inciting racial hatred is applicable to offences committed against Sikhs.

Racially or religiously aggravated offences are factors, which can increase the seriousness of the offence.

The Crime and Disorder Act 1998 (Amended by the Anti-Terrorism, Crime and Security Act 2001) acknowledges racially aggravated offences which are applicable to Sikhs.  These are offences against persons or property, motivated in any way by racism or demonstrating racist hostility before, during or after committing the offence.

The same Act, acknowledge religiously aggravated offences.  These are offences against persons or property, motivated in any way by hostility towards members of a religious group based on their membership of that group, or demonstrating before, during or after committing the offence, hostility towards the victim based on their membership or perceived membership of a religious group. 

IF A HATE INCIDENT/HATE CRIME HAS OCCURRED…

· If you, your family or friends have been the victim of a hate incident or hate crime, please ensure you have notified the police by phoning 999 in an emergency, or by phoning your local police station in a non-emergency.  

Please ensure you note your Crime Reference Number.

· Please record the crime on our hate crime database:  

http://hatecrimesagainstsikhs.org/uk/hc.php 

· You may also report your crime in hard format.  Please see your Local Hate Crime Co-ordinator for further information.

· Please notify your MP of the crime (giving him the Crime Reference Number), and ask that they help ensure the case is fully and properly investigated and resolved by the police.

· Find your MP:

http://www.locata.co.uk/commons/

· DO NOT RETALIATE.  You could make the situation worse







